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FROM THE PRINCIPAL

We begin this school year very grateful that

the wrath of Hurricane Irene was somewhat tamer for us

as opposed to the devastation experienced by our neighbors
and citizens in the Bahamas, Puerto Rico, and along our
east coast. As treacherous as she was, she managed to
bring out the best in so many people who willingly rescued,
lodged, fed, and cared for those who felt the brunt of her
strength. As usual, the Clinton community was no
exception. Working together during both good times

and bad is one of the special qualities this community
embodies.

Our staff also spent many long days working together

to prepare for the arrival of our Clinton scholars. The
custodians labored to ensure that the school is clean, safe,
and up to code. The teachers worked to make certain that
the classrooms are welcoming and student-centered for the
learning our scholars will embark upon this year. Our
office staff collaborated with district departments so that
our administrative paper/computer work is current and
accessible. Our PTA took time this summer to ensure that
the opening-of-school needs along with the dozens of
activities they embark upon are in place. Ms. Bodnar and |
unified the dedicated work of our Clinton teachers, staff,
PTA, and families to create and maintain a memorable year
of learning and growing for our Clinton kids.

As always, we look forward to our continued partnership
with you to enhance and enrich the lives of your children.
Together we will cultivate their strengths, attend to their
struggles, and share their zest for life and learning. We are
off to a great start!

Welcome to our new Clinton teachers and families, and
Happy New Year to all,
Patty

The object of education is to prepare the young to
educate themselves throughout their lives.
~Robert Maynard Hutchins
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FrRoM THE PTA PRESIDENT

Dear Clinton Families:

All I ever really needed to know about Clinton School I learned on my
son’s very first day of kindergarten three years ago, when he dissolved
into tears just seconds before letting go of my hand outside the door of
Mrs. Swan’s classroom. My tears immediately followed. Mrs. Swan,
however, had seen this kind of thing before and knew just what to do.

The teachers and staff, students, and families at Clinton School are
remarkably dedicated to their craft, enthusiastic about learning, and
supportive of our schools and students, respectively. The talent,
enthusiasm and hard work of all of us merge everyday in our
classrooms and hallways, in the cafeteria, at recess, at our school and
PTA activities, in our students’ writing and learning, and in the way we
share our similarities and respect our differences every day.

Thank you to Jung Lee Mastersfor ably leading our PTA last year,
and to the entire PTA Executive Board from 2010-2011 that has left me
in such good stead this year as I have the honor of serving as your PTA
President. I look forward to getting to know many more of you as our
school year gets underway. Thank you also to Leah Gombergfor again
heading up our School Supply Kit fundraiser.

Please be sure to join our PTA — for just $12 per adult in your
household, you’ll receive your PTA membership card (check out the
many discounts you now have access to at pta.org and njpta.org), help
support many of our school activities, and show your student that you
know involved parents and guardians are the first step to academic
success for our children. Please help us meet our goal of 260 members!

We hope to see you at our first few school events of the year:

* Ice Cream Social our teachers scoop ice cream ($2.00 per
bowl) on Wednesday, September 14 at 6:30 on the lawn
(eat your veggies before you come!)

* The Fall Book Fair will be held September 21-28

*  Our General PTA meetingon Thursday, September 22 at 7:15
in the cafeteria

* Back-to-School Nightsfor K-2 (September 26) and 3-5
(September 27). Book a sitter now; these are adult-only nights!

Remember that the first Friday of every month is our School Pride
Day. Encourage your child to wear Clinton gear or Clinton red!

My teary kindergartner is one of Clinton School’s biggest fans as he
enters 3" grade this year and is excited to show his younger brother the
kindergarten ropes. If you’re new to Clinton, I think you’ll soon see
why. The Clinton PTA Executive Board and I wish you and your family
a great school year and look forward to hearing from you about your
experiences at our wonderful school.

Best regards,
Elizabeth Aaron

www.clintonelementary.org
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CLASSROOM NEWS J—

Good News! Classroom News will return in the next edition of
the Courier. This column will report on activities, ideas, events,
and projects taking place in Clinton classrooms. It’s a great way
for everyone in the Clinton community to share and discover all
of the creative and interesting ways students are learning in our
school. Your help in this endeavor, however, is essential; it’s
only “news” if it’s reported! No news is too big or too small.
Please send information about classroom activities to:
bobhugel@gmail.com or drop a note with your contact
information in the PTA mailbox folder labeled: “Classroom
News.” Thanks in advance for your help in bringing classroom
news back to the Courier! — Bob Hugel

FALL SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR

Mark your calendars! The Clinton Fall Scholastic Book Fair
will be held September 2128. Come browse our fantastic
selection of books. We’ll have many of your favorites from
the spring as well as new offerings. In addition to regular hours
during the school day, the Fair will be open in the evening for
Back to School Nighton Monday, September 28 (K -2)
and Tuesday, September 27(3-5). Parents, please stop by!
We are looking forward to another successful fair — can’t wait
to see you there!

— Kris Stringer and Sharon Geraghty, Book Fair Co-Chairs

CLINTON ScHoOOL NEEDS You!

Can you spare an hour a week, a month, every once in a while?
Do you have a particular skill or talent—or maybe just a can-
do, willing-to-get-dirty, roll-up-your-sleeves spirit? If so,
Clinton School needs you!

We always need volunteers at Clinton School. You can help
out in the library, at a school event, provide on-the-spot help,
or behind-the-scenes support. We need volunteers to help with
school beautification, recess, the newsletter, public relations,
technology, the Tricky Tray Live & Silent Auction, translating
forms into languages for our ELL families, cultural heritage
celebrations, in our art classes, for the yearbook, the Book Fair,
the Pumpkin Patch, our Election Day Bake Sale, teacher
appreciation events, School Picture Day, the Winter Craft Fair,
Storytelling Night, the International Dinner, the school fair,
field day, and so much more!

Contact PTA vice-president Keli A. Tianga at
thetiangas@comecast.net or 973-763-1942 about how
you can help!
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HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH

Bienvenidos! Welcome back to returning students
and families and to those new to Clinton School.
We are a school that enthusiastically celebrates
the cultural diversity of our school community.
Each month, the display case (across from the
main office) will feature a new display honoring
the various Heritage Month celebrations.

For September and October, we will celebrate
Hispanic Heritage Month, which runs from
September 15™ to October 15™. Native American
Heritage Month will be celebrated in November;
African American Heritage Month in February;
Women’s History Month in March; Asian
Heritage Month in May; and Caribbean Heritage
Month in June. We are planning creative and fun
activities to celebrate Earth Day in April.

Teachers are encouraged to bring their students to
visit the display and to complete the monthly
‘raffle questionnaire’ forms. At the end of each
month, we will hold a drawing to select
prizewinners from each participating grade.

We welcome the participation of all students and
families! If you would like to get involved in
planning a particular month or have items to
contribute to the display case for the upcoming
heritage months, please contact me at
sbgyan@hotmail.com or call 973-763-7908.

N Shanta Bryant Gyan

Cultural Heritage Month Coordinator

| SCREAMFOR | CE CREAM!
Join us for our annual Ice Cream Social on
Wednesday, September from 6:30-7:30 pm
on the Clinton front lawn. This is a fantastic way
to see old friends, meet new ones, and enjoy
delicious ice cream scooped by your favorite
teachers and sprinkled with your choice of
yummy toppings for just $2 a bowl.

www.clintonelementary.org
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RUN FOR PUBLIC EDUCATION !

The ninth annual Newstead SK—
along with a 2-mile walk and a

fun run for kids—is coming up on
Saturday, September 24. If you
register for the run or walk on or
before September 20, the fee is $20; it’s $25 after that.

The fee includes a T-shirt while supplies last. The Fun

Run is free. Your entry fee will help support the Achieve
Foundation of South Orange and Maplewood, which raises
private funds for public education and sponsors the Achieve
Volunteer Tutor Program, the Michelle T. Riecke Teaching
Fellowship, and several other great programs. For more
info, go to www.newsteadSk.com, or e-mail
RaceDirector@newstead5SK.com.

NEWSTEAD 5K,

for Achieve Foundation,

AFTER SCHOOL ENRICHMENT

BEGINS OCTOBER 13 ™

The Clinton PTA Fall After School Enrichment Program
will begin on Thursday, October 13" and end on Thursday,
December 15", There are eight classes in the session. As
always, your child will have a large selection of classes
from which to choose, and there are classes available for
every age. Enrichment classes will begin immediately
after school (2:35) and end promptly at 3:45. Registration
materials will be sent home (and posted on our website at
www.clintonelementary.org within the next few weeks.

Classes fill up quickly so if you’re interested send in

your completed registration forms and payment right away.
If you have questions, please contact Erica Dussman at
solutionstosavor@earthlink.net or 973-763-1717.

THE COURIER & GOING ELECTRIC

Last year, we surveyed Clinton School parents to find
out what they thought about checking out the Courier on

FUNDRAISING NEWS

The special fundraising efforts made each year by the
Clinton community help provide monetary support for
many of the important activities and initiatives that
make our school such a special place. Once again, we
have a slew of great fundraising opportunities.

Display My Art

We kick off the year with the ever-popular Display My
Art fundraiser. Ms. Tischio will be assisting the effort
by having the students complete their drawings in art
class beginning the week of September 19. Order
forms and free magnets will come home in backpacks
in mid-October and orders are due by November 8"
This will ensure that all merchandise will arrive in
time for the holidays—perfect timing since Display
My Art products make wonderful holiday gifts!

No Frills Is Back

Our popular No Frills Fundraiser starts later this
month. This is a great opportunity for those who
prefer to make a monetary tax-deductible donation to
the school in lieu of (or in addition to) participating in
our other fundraisers. You can make a one-time cash
donation to the Clinton PTA that will go directly to
funding many important events and projects at
Clinton School.

Keep Clipping Those Box Tops!

Those little box top labels on your child’s favorite
cereals and snacks earn Clinton School ten cents each,
which can add up to a hefty sum. Please continue to
clip and send box tops and Campbell’s labels to school
in an envelope marked “Box Tops” or drop them in the
front hall receptacle. Remember to include your
child’s name and teacher. At the end of the year we
will award a prize to the student in each grade who
collected the most box tops during the school year.

For a list of participating products, check out
www.boxtops4deducation.com and
www.labelsforeducation.com.

the Web instead of getting a print copy in their child’s
backpack. Most people preferred the electronic option, so
this September issue of the Courier will be the last print
copy you’ll receive, unless you decide to “opt in” and
continue to receive the Courier on paper. If you would like
to keep getting the Courier in your childOs backpack,
rather than receiving an email with an electronic link,
please letyour childOs class parent know that you would
prefer a print copy. Print copies will also still be
available in the main office.Please contact Anne Harding
at 973-763-3893 or anne_harding@yahoo.com if you

have any questions. Thank you!

Elem
@/)/

&

SHOW YOUR SCHOOL COLORS!!
Celebrate Clinton School Pride Day on the first
Friday of every month by wearing a Clinton School
T-shirt or red and white clothing.

2
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Hurricane Irene has reminded us of both the force of
nature and the fragility of it. With the water treatment
plant under siege from flooding, many of us lost our
freshwater supply, and we all felt the pain. This is a
prime time to step back and consider the gift of water—
fresh water—that we enjoy in this country. Just think:
you can walk across the floor or into a room nearby and
turn a handle and receive as much clean, fresh water as
you want, at any time of day or night. What a privilege.

We do pay for water, but it’s a minimal amount
considering that this liquid gold is a precious
commodity in other parts of the world. Unfortunately,
pristine water is not an endless resource, and at some
point in this century we will run out of “pure” water and
have to rely solely on treatment plants to purify the
existing water.

Water conservation thus becomes the core of any long-
term water plans. The simplest solution for us is “TURN
OFF YOUR WATER!” If we use less water, we need
less water. We’ll need less water to be treated at the
treatment plants; we’ll have quicker recoveries when
there are problems. We’ll have clean water for longer
into the twenty-first century.

Here’s how to reduce water consumption now:

Lower water usage with your toilet three ways:

1) install a power flush toilet, which uses 1.5 liters per
flush instead of 7 gallons, 2) place a brick inside the
water tank of your toilet to trick it into thinking its fuller
than it is, and 3) flush less often by embracing the old
adage, “If it’s yellow, let it mellow.” Remember, we had
chamber pots and outhouses only a little over a hundred
years ago.

Scrape but don’t rinse your dishes before placing in the
dishwasher. Hand rinsing uses about 10 gallons of
water, and manufacturers say this is not necessary.
Running the dishwasher uses 20 gallons.

Fill every load of your washing machine to capacity.
Don’t wash barely soiled clothes.

Buy a shower timer and set it for a cushy two minutes.
Make sure you have low-flow showerhead, which uses
only 2.5 gallons per minute as opposed to 4-6 gallons
from the older models. Skip the kids’ tub baths, which
rack up a whopping 35 gallons of water.

A Publication of the Clinton Parent Teacher Association

Turn water on and off when using your sinks.
Washing your hands without stopping the water
flow wastes 1-3 gallons, yet during the hurricane
most of us could wash hands with about 12 ounces
of water in a bowl.

Fix leaks at every entry and exit point in your house.
Y our pocketbook will thank you.

Don’t water your lawn. Give up some lawn area; it
was designed for country gentlemen. Replace it with
native plants, which are already attuned to the
rainfall in our area.

You’d be surprised by how much water your
household uses each day. Calculate it here:
http://ga.water.usgs.gov/edu/sq3.html

— Clare Payton

/=

LIBRARY NEWS r—

Welcome back to the Clinton library. In a few short
days, the library will be open for business and I am
pleased to announce that we received lots of new
books and library materials over the summer. For
our newest students, I welcome you and your
families to the Clinton community. All students get
the opportunity to check out books on a weekly basis
and are asked to treat our materials with all of the
love and care possible.

The Clinton library is a very active place of learning
and as a result, it functions best with a team of
volunteers. I encourage you to consider donating
time to the library in one of the many needed roles:
shelving books, checking out materials to students or
reading with children. This is especially critical in
the K-1 grades with all of the energy that the
children bring to each class.

Thank you and happy reading!
Mrs. Latimer

www.clintonelementary.org
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JOINTHE CLINTON ScHooL PTA!
The Clinton School PTA is a committed, proactive,
and creative force in our school community. And we
hope that you will choose for each adult member of
your household to join the PTA this year. Of your $12
dues, almost $5 goes to the national and state PTAs.
The remainder helps enrich our children’s learning and
strengthen our teachers’ capacity to serve our students.

Over the past years your support of the PTA has helped
fund major upgrades to our auditorium’s sound system
and our playground, purchased a computer tablet for
our school nurse, bought a set of iPod touches for
classroom use, paid for laminating tools to help
teachers create learning centers, and provided Mimeo
screens and projectors for our classrooms. The PTA
also provides every teacher with $100 to buy classroom
supplies, funds cultural enrichment assemblies, and
gives a budget to each grade for class trips.

We can’t do this without you, so please join or renew
your membership now and become part of a local and
national organization that greatly enhances our
children’s school experience.

As a national PTA member, you’ll also be entitled

to shopping discounts at Barnes and Noble, Sharp
Electronics, and Southwest Vacations, among others,
and you may even be able to reduce the cost of your
auto or home insurance!

To join or renew your membership to the Clinton
PTA, just fill out the form below and return it with
your dues ($12 per person in an envelope marked
PTA Membership. Checks should be made payable
to OClinton PTAQand should include your

phone number.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE
Clinton PTA Membership Form

EEEEEEE

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE
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P ARENTING CENTER LAUN  CHES
ADD/ADHD SUPPORT GROUP

The Parenting Center is sponsoring a monthly support
group for parents of elementary and middle school
children diagnosed with ADD/ADHD or children
who have attentional difficulties. It will offer parents
the opportunity to share information, concerns,

and solutions.

Madelyn Petrow-Cohen, LCSW, and Louis Epstein,
LCSW, will lead the group. Both are in private practice
in the Maplewood/South Orange area, and have
extensive experience working with children and families.

This year’s first meeting will be held at 7:30 p.m.
on Monday, September 19, at the Central Office

of The Parenting Center at 525 Academy Street in
Maplewood. Please call 973-762-5600 ext. 1850 for
more information.

CLINTON & RIECKE FELLOWS

Five Clinton educators took time out from their

summer vacations this year to learn some new math
skills. Ann Bodnar, Joseph Ferriero, Yolande
Fleming, Shea Levinand Marian Power won Michelle
T. Riecke Teaching Fellowships, which allowed them to
attend the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics’
Algebra Readiness for Every Student Institute in
Baltimore in August.

The Riecke Teaching Fellowship, established in 2003,
is awarded annually to educators in the South Orange-
Maplewood Schools who wish to advance their teaching
by learning new, creative methods for instruction in the
classroom and beyond. Clinton’s team will continue to
participate in the Algebra Readiness program for the
entire school year through online activities.

JOIN THE PTA E-MAIL LIST

If you are not on the Clinton PTA email list, please join.
It is a great way to get up-to-date school information.
Send a message to clintonschoolpta@gmail.com with
your name, email address and your child's name and
grade. You will be sent an invitation email, which will
contain a link you'll need to visit to activate membership.

FIRST PTA MEETING OF THE YEAR
Join us Thursday, September 22 at 7:15 in the Clinton
cafeteria. You’ll meet our PTA Executive Board
Members for 2011-2012, hear from Principal Patty
O’Neill, and learn about plans for the year ahead.
Clinton School Social Worker Lindy Rollo will discuss
New Jersey’s new anti-bullying law.

www.clintonelementary.org
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STAYINTHE CLINTON LOOP

Make sure to stay on top of Clinton news and events by
adding the school website to your favorites list:
www.clintonelementary.org. This is the go-to source for
up-to-the-minute information about upcoming school
events and fundraisers. You can also find the Clinton
School Handbook, recent PTA flyers and forms, the
Clinton Courier, and links to classroom websites as well
as the SOMSD website and Community Digital Backpack
and other important sites. Teacher and PTA Board contact
information is also available here. There’s even an instant
translation feature that lets you read the site in over 34
different languages! Check out the site to learn how you
can follow Clinton School on Twitter.

If you are on a restricted diet
WE CAN FREE YOU

from the time consuming search for food you will enjoy!

/—/ p - ' e
77 SOLUTIONS A
S o < e po—
£\ SAVOR™

" oy
o = ..n"
O Loy the Frodl Gentn® ¢
Pre-packaged allergen free convenience food delivered to you door
¢ Peanutftree nut free o dalty free o gluten free o wheat free
contact us for a complete list of products and prices
- special requests welcomed

973-763-1717
solutionstosavor@earthlink.net

www.solutionstosavor.com
PICKUP AND DELIVERY AVAILABLE

Clean Energy
Electric & Solar LLC

10 % OFF ON YOUR NEXT ELECTRICAL JOB

Clean Energy Electric & Solar LLC b
Electrical Contractor

468 Irvington Ave., South Orange, NJ 07079
973-7635509(0) 9737635281 (F)

M ention this discountwhen
you call for an appointment
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PTAS
2011 -2012 SPEAKER SERIES

Every year the SOMSD’s Parenting Center teams
with the district’s elementary school PTAs to provide
great programming open to parents throughout the
district. Here is a list of what’s on tap for the first part
of the year so you can mark your calendar now.

October 4

Symposium on Closing the Elementary School
Achievement Gap

Panel discussion with Dr. Brian Osborne,
Superintendent of Schools, and other special guests
Clinton School, 7:30 p.m.

Novemberl

Closing the Gap Educational Series

Jefferson School, 7:30 p.m.

(Additional “Closing the Gap” presentations will take
place on December 6, January 3, and February 7, all
at 7:30 p.m.; location to be announced.)

November 16

Childhood Roots of Adult Happiness

With Psychiatrist and Parenting Expert Dr. Ned
Hallowell

Jefferson School, 7:30 p.m.

December 1

Dealing with Bullying and Challenging Behavior
With Psychologist and Author Dr. Jed Baker
Marshall School, 7:30 p.m.

January 17

Screening of OAmerican €acher,O acclaimed
documentary about the US educational system
Seth Boyden, 7:30 p.m.

February 13
Town Hall Meeting with Dr. Brian Osborne
South Mountain School, 7:30 p.m.

March 27

OAlways ChangingO: Fifth grade health film Q&A
with Judy LoBianco, Supenisor of PE, Nursing
Services, and Health

Clinton School, 7 p.m.

www.clintonelementary.org
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STAFF ROSTER

2011 -2012

Position

Principal

Asst.

Principal

Secretary

Clerical Aide

Nurse

Kindergarten

Grade 1

Grade 2

Grade 3

Grade 4

Grade 5

Name

Patricia O’Neill poneill@somsd.k12.nj.us

Ann Bodnar abodnar@somsd.k12.nj.us

Vineta Budhu vbudhu@somsd.k12.nj.us

Kathleen Robinson krobinso@somsd.k12.nj.us

Joann Harrigan jharriga@somsd.k12.nj.us

Cristina Swan cswan@somsd.k12.nj.us

Robin Ross rross@somsd.k12.nj.us

Gina LaConte glaconte@somsd.k12.nj.us

Jan Wasserman jwasserm@somsd.k12.nj.us

Marlene Cutrufello mcutrufe@somsd.k12.nj.us

Jennifer Zalinski jzalinsk@somsd.k12.nj.us

Helena Nolan hnolan@somsd.k12.nj.us

Diana Dadaian/Dawn Gordon
ddadaian@somsd.k12.nj.us

dthomas@somsd.k12.nj.us

Beth Frascella bfrascel@somsd.k12.nj.us

Paula Ortiz/Joanna Leach portiz@somsd.k12.nj.us

Kathy Shelffo/Maria Muscarella
kshelffo@somsd.k12.nj.us
Natasha Pomares npomares@somsd.k12.nj.us

Deborah Marr dmarr@somsd.k12.nj.us

Stefanie Izzolino sizzolin@somsd.k12.nj.us

Michael Drechsel mdrechse@somsd.k12.nj.us

Kelli Solas/Mara Leibowitz/Mary Leocata
ksolas@somsd.k12.nj.us

Yolande Fleming/ Joseph Ferriero
yfleming@somsd.k12.nj.us

Marian Power mpower@somsd.k12.nj.us

Susan Froelich/Jen Cudmore
sfroelic@somsd.k12.nj.us

Allison Kessler-Slavin

akessler@somsd.k12.nj.us

Debra Ceccacci dceccacc@somsd.k12.nj.us
Yalonda Kirkland/Jill Fox/Michael Mack
ykirklan@somsd.k12.nj.us

Shea Levin slevin@somsd.k12.nj.us
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Position

Academic

Intervention

Library/

Media Center

Enrichment

Art

Mus ic

Instrumental

Speech

Phys Ed

ELL

Special

Education

World

Languages

Child Study

Team

Name

Liz Mehl Imehl@somsd.k12.nj.us

Lisa Ruggiero Iruggier@somsd.k12.nj.us

Jennifer Latimer jlatimer@somsd.k12.nj.us

Denise King dking@somsd.k12.nj.us

Cheryline Hewitt chewitt@somsd.k12.nj.us

Christine Tischio ctischio@somsd.k12.nj.us

Rebecca Jacobsen rmartin@somsd.k12.nj.us

Michelle Hatcher mhatcher@somsd.k12.nj.us

Jasmin Bloch jbloch@somsd.k12.nj.us

Deborah Blumenthal

dblument@somsd.k12.nj.us

Jeff Lehman jlehman@somsd.k12.nj.us

Jordyn Freede jfreede@somsd.k12.nj.us

Arlene Aguirre aaguirre@somsd.k12.nj.us

Kate Fearon kfearon@somsd.k12.nj.us

Francel Mitchel fmitchel@somsd.k12.nj.us

Meghan Hanley mhanley@somsd.k12.nj.us

Rebecca Antunes rantunes@somsd.k12.nj.us

Nicole Griffin ngriffin@somsd.k12.nj.us

Zobeida Lozada-Perez

zperez@somsd.k12.nj.us

Joanna Baglioni
jbaglion@somsd.k12.nj.us

Nathan Hollis nhollis@somsd.k12.nj.us

Violeta Kopec vkopec@somsd.k12.nj.us

Rebecca Milligan rmilliga@somsd.k12.nj.us

You can contact any staff member by phone: 973 -378 -7686
or by email using their first initial and the first seven letters of
their last name followed by @somsd.k12.nj.us

For example: to contact Buddy Clinton you would type
belinton@somsd.k12.nj.us

The Staff Roster 2011-2012 can also be found on the Clinton
Elementary website: www.clintonelementary.org

www.clintonelementary.org




